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I believe in one sovereign God who is eternally triune -- Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. God is Spirit, neither male, nor 
female. Yet our humanity, both male and female, reflects something of the image of God in which we were created. To 
be created in the image of God means to be created for community, to love God and neighbor, and to bring God glory 
through the free expression of our gifts and talents. Whenever we live to this end, as God’s image bearers, we represent 
God. 
 
I believe God created us to be in relationship with God, but in our arrogance, we thought it best to strive for autonomy, 
only to find that we are trapped by our selfish and sinful desires. The result is that the good we might want to do, we 
cannot always do, and the bad that we might not want to do, we often find ourselves unable by our own power to stop 
doing. As a result of our sin, we are not only estranged from each other, but from God. Rather than become 
autonomous in our freedom, we became slaves to our own desires and addictions, and ultimately death. Our sin leaves 
us in total need for God’s help and forgiveness. For this need, God has responded in Jesus. 
 
I believe Jesus Christ was conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, humbled Himself and became fully human 
while continuing to be fully divine. Christ Jesus was blameless as He fully submitted to God’s purpose to bear the 
consequence of our sin and the subsequent distortion of the image of God we bear. While we still seek our own ways, 
Jesus Christ lived, suffered, died, and rose again to show us God’s grace and reconciling power. 
 
I believe through faith in Christ that in Christ we are forgiven our sins and reconciled to God, and this leads us to worship 
Jesus who is the Son of God. This reconciliation and forgiveness we announce to all people through the Gospel and 
celebrate through Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. By these sacraments we announce our identity in Christ alone and 
renew our commitment to follow Him. In Christ we have no condemnation and therefore no fear of sin and death. 
 
I believe the Holy Spirit is the divine agent of change in the human life. The Holy Spirit calls and empowers us to be in 
relationship with the One Jesus calls ‘Father.’ The Holy Spirit renews us throughout our Christian lives thereby restoring 
the image of God in us, so that we more fully live as God created us to live. The Holy Spirit inspired humans to write the 
Scriptures and it is by the Holy Spirit we understand the Scriptures to be the Word of God, the revelation of God's will 
and purpose for our lives.  
 
I believe the message of the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God written to uniquely reveal 
God’s sovereign purpose to reconcile and redeem creation through Jesus Christ. By the Scripture we understand our 
sinfulness, our need for God's grace, and our hope of salvation in Jesus Christ. While humans can reason that there is a 
God who created all things, it is only by the Scripture that we know we need a savior and that Jesus is the only one by 
whom we're saved from sin and death for new life.  
 
I believe it is in the Church, often called the Body of Christ in Scripture, that we live this new life and where we begin to 
experience the first taste of the Kingdom of God. The Kingdom of God is life lived under God's reign, where we are free 
to use our God given gifts and talents for God's glory, everyone's benefit, and our enjoyment. The purpose for our lives 
is well stated as "to love God by enjoying God forever." In doing so our whole lives become expressions of love for God 
and neighbor. This is our highest calling: to freely live in life giving ways, where all life can flourish under God's loving 
reign. This is also our hope in Jesus and His established Kingdom. 


